
   
 

Press release  

Tuesday 29th May 2018  

Spectacular line-up for 2018 Bray Air Display announced 

#BrayAirDisplay Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th July 2018  

Organisers of Ireland’s biggest air festival, the Bray Air Display*, supported by the Irish 

Aviation Authority (IAA), have revealed a spectacular line up for this summer’s event. 

Headlined by none other than the Red Arrows, spectators are promised a weekend of 

thrilling, ‘have-to-be-see-to-be-believed’ aerobatic performances. Bray Air Display forms part 

of the IAA’s #AviationIreland weekend that includes Foynes Air Show in Co. Limerick on 

Saturday 28th July. 

Peter Kearney, Chief Executive Designate of the Irish Aviation Authority said, “The IAA has a 
long history of supporting aviation activities that help promote the aviation industry so we are 
very happy to support the #AviationIreland weekend.” 
 
Some of the highlights to look forward to as part of Bray Air Display include:  
 
The Red Arrows – the crème de la crème of aerobatic display teams - will headline the Bray 

Air Display on Sunday 29th July. The team first jetted into Ireland in their distinctive red livery 

for the 2016 event and wowed the crowds with pin point precision moves and graceful 

manoeuvres. Anyone unlucky enough to miss their performance two years ago will have a 

second chance to marvel at these master craftsmen this July.  

Flying 5 Extra-300 L aerobatic aircraft the Royal Jordanian Falcons are some of the most 

skilled aerobatic pilots in the world. The national aerobatic team was formed in 1976 with the 

mission of promoting peace and friendship globally through the art and science of aviation.  

Wildcat Aerobatics is one of the most exciting acts on the air show scene, displaying close 

formation aerobatics and precision synchronised flying in the iconic Pitts Special biplane. 

Over the years, the team has developed an exciting choreographed air show act that 

combines a graceful mix of balletic, close formation aerobatics and high speed opposition 

passes where their closing speed is in excess of 400mph. 

The Blades Aerobatic Team includes pilot Kirsty Murphy, formerly the first and only female 

Red Arrow's pilot. With over 25,000 flying hours and more than 47 display seasons between 

them, the Blades are amongst the most experienced on the circuit. Consisting of 30 

exhilarating manoeuvres showcasing a variety of mind-blowing aerobatic stunts, The Blades 

Extra-300 aircraft are flown just 12 feet apart.  

A Celtic jet team from Brittany, France, Tranchant Jet Team, fly four Fouga aircraft. 

Tranchant pilot Hugues Duval became the first pilot in aviation history to cross the Channel 

on an electric powered “CriCri” aircraft on July 9th 2015. 

Individual performances not to be missed will include Dublin’s Eddie Goggins aka ‘The 

Flying Dentist’, the UK’s Richard Goodwin and Gerry Humphries with his ‘Flying Cow' 

Vans RV7 solo display. These award winning dare devils are renowned for mind boggling 

displays in modified aircraft.  

 



   
 

But Bray Air Display isn’t just about high energy, exhilarating displays. Spectators will also 

be treated to a trip down memory lane, enjoying the graceful beauty of some of the world’s 

most iconic aircraft of the past.  

The ‘Shamrock 1942’ display involves the DC-3 aircraft - one of the most recognisable and 

iconic planes of the 1930s and 40s. Its impact on the aviation industry make it one of the 

most significant transport aircraft ever made. A total of 19 DC-3s were in use by Aer Lingus 

until 1964, flying from Dublin to destinations such as London, Manchester and Birmingham. 

The DC-3 operated its first Aer Lingus European service to Paris in 1946, with Amsterdam 

following in 1947. 

2018 sees Catalina Flying Boat PBY-5A celebrate her 75th birthday. Catalina flies at air 

shows all over Europe and has ventured as far north as Iceland and Arctic Norway, as far 

south as Marseille and Barcelona and as far east as Moscow. The Catalina display consists 

of Dumbbells, flypasts & Orbits.  

The Irish Historic Flight Foundation, which commemorates aviation achievements as well 

as encouraging an interest in Irish aviation, will bring old world glamour to Bray with 

Chipmunk and Stearman aircraft flying across the shoreline.  

Sé Pardy, Director, Bray Air Display, said, “It is full steam ahead as we organise the 13th 

annual Bray Air Display and it’s going to be a thrilling spectacle with a line-up of more than 

40 aircraft. The calibre of the aerobatic displays at Bray is really second to none and, I 

believe, inspirational for those considering a career in aviation. Everyone is welcome to 

enjoy what will be a wonderful free event for young and old alike. See you all in Bray this 

July!”  

Activities will kick off from noon each day with a fun-fair, live music, food and craft markets. 
Spectators can experience a breath-taking helicopter ride over Bray Head, hike the 
exhilarating Cliff Walk, or enjoy a sedate stroll along Bray's magnificent Victorian prom 
before the air display begins.  
 
While Bray Air Display is a free family weekend, hospitality packages are 
available which offer excellent food, drink and stunning panoramic views of the Bray Air 
Display flight path from the comfort of a grandstand located on the strand. There is an early 
bird offer available now for a limited time. See brayairdisplay.com/hospitality/ for more 
information.  
 
Bray Air Display organisers are working in conjunction with An Garda Síochána, Wicklow 
County Council and respective agencies to implement a comprehensive traffic 
management plan for the duration of the event. Spectators are encouraged to plan their visit 
in advance, take public transport and arrive early.  
 
Bray Air Display was recognised as ‘Best Festival / Event Experience over 50,000 people’ at 
the prestigious, national Irish Tourism Industry Awards 2017 and in 2018 it won silver in the 
‘Best Tourism Initiative’ category at the All-Ireland Community and Council Awards. 
 
Plan your visit at www.brayairdisplay.com  and www.bray.ie Follow on 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/BrayAirDisplay, 
Twitter https://twitter.com/brayairshow  and 
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/brayairdisplay/  
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*Subject to licence 
 
Aircraft line-up, air display, all ground events and activities are subject to change without notice and 
may be dependent on weather.  

ENDS// 

2017 event video highlights: https://youtu.be/fw-oFkWZgn8  
2016 event video highlights: https://youtu.be/8vDjAKikjjE.  
 
 
About Bray Air Display 
The 13th annual Bray Air Display will take place on Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th July 2018. 
One of Europe's biggest and best air shows, Bray Air Display attracted 140,000 people to 
the Co. Wicklow coastal town for the two day event last year. #BrayAirDisplay takes place 
thanks to main supporter the Irish Aviation Authority, as well as Wicklow County Council and 
Bray.ie. As well as the incredible display in the skies over Bray the event includes a food and 
craft village featuring artisan food and specialist craft stalls as well as musical entertainment, 
and a family fun fair. Visit www.brayairdisplay.com and follow on Facebook and Twitter for 
the full event details. 
 
About #AviationIreland  
The main supporters of the Bray Air Display are the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) as part of 

its #AviationIreland campaign to promote aviation across the State.  The IAA also supports 

the Foynes Air Show which will take place on Saturday 28th July in Foynes, Co. Limerick. 

The #AviationIreland weekend aims to highlight Ireland’s position as a true global aviation 

hub and as a nation of aviators and innovators. 

 
ENDS// 

  
For more information: 
Louise Cassidy PR 
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