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Thousands marvel at amazing aerobatics at #BrayAirDisplay 2018 
 

RAF Red Arrows to perform Flypast over River Liffey at 19.50 this evening  
 

Large crowds expected tomorrow to see headliners, The Red Arrows   
 
Despite a rainy start to the day, the clouds lifted and the sun shone on the thousands of people who 
made their way to Bray Promenade today to marvel at spectacular aerobatic performances as part of the 
award-winning, 13th Bray Air Display, supported by the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA). Spectators were 
treated to a dazzling display of aviation expertise from some of the most talented pilots and aerobatic 
display teams from across Ireland and Europe. The Irish Air Corps opened the show, followed by the 
Royal Jordanian Falcons flying four Extra-300 L aircraft, headliners of today’s display. A professional 
national aerobatic team formed in 1976, the Royal Jordanian Falcons have an international reputation for 
precision, professionalism and spectacular performance.  
 
Peter Kearney, Chief Executive of the Irish Aviation Authority said, “Today was a wonderful start to the 

IAA’s #AviationIreland weekend of spectacular air displays in Bray and Foynes, Co. Limerick. Tomorrow’s line-

up at Bray will be really exciting as well and a great chance to enjoy a wealth of aviation talent on display.” 

Other display highlights included a Catalina Flying Boat celebrating her 75th birthday and a beautiful 

vintage Aer Lingus aircraft, the DC-3, popular in the 1940s and 50s. Irish aviation was also celebrated at 

the event with The Irish Air Corps, the Irish Historic Flight Foundation, the Irish Coast Guard Search and 

Rescue, and the Garda Support Unit helicopter participating for the first time.   

Today’s event also included a drone test delivery demonstration which highlighted the safety standards 
and IAA guidelines that must be adhered to when operating drones. Future capabilities and innovation 
within the sector was also highlighted as part of this demo.  
 
Daredevil, ‘had-to-be-seen-to-be-believed’ aviation antics were performed by the UK’s Richard Goodwin 
and Dublin’s Flying Dentist, Eddie Goggins, while Gerry Humphries, The Flying Farmer showed off his 
‘Flying Cow’ Vans RV7 aircraft. The Swedish Air Force Historic Flight’s Viggen jet roared across the 
skyline as well as two Strikemaster aircraft from North Wales. The Strikemaster aircraft have a top speed 
of 450 knots and a sea level climb rate in excess of 6000 feet per minute. 
 
Even bigger crowds are expected in the Co. Wicklow seaside town tomorrow to see another world class 
display. Anyone unlucky enough to have missed the Red Arrows’ first performance at Bray Air Display 
two years ago will have a second chance to see the world renowned team perform tomorrow (Sunday 29th 
July).  
 
On the ground family-fun activity including a food & craft village, static defence forces display and fun fair 
will kick off at 12noon with the air display beginning at 2pm sharp. For safety and traffic management 
reasons, and not to miss the headline act, event organisers and the Gardaí advise people to come early 
to really enjoy the day.  
 
“Thank you to everyone who came to Bray today to support the event,” said Sé Pardy, Director, Bray Air 
Display. “We’re looking forward to another day of thrilling aerobatics from the very best in the world 
tomorrow. Arrive early and make a day of it – you don’t want to miss the opening act! Sincere thanks also 
to our main supporters, the IAA, as well as Wicklow County Council. We couldn’t operate without their 
support. An Gardaí has also done a sterling job to ensure everything runs smoothly.” 
 
Sunday’s line-up at Bray Air Display:  
 

 The Red Arrows  

 The Irish Air Corps 

 The Royal Jordanian Falcons  

 Make-A-Wish Edge 360 & the Flying Dentist 



   
 Catalina PBY-5A Flying Boat  

 Shamrock 1940, vintage Aer Lingus DC-3 

 Gardaí Air Support Unit helicopter  

 ‘The Flying Cow' Vans RV7 solo display (Gerry Humphries)  

 Irish Historic Flight Foundation (Stearman & Chipmunks)  

 Irish Parachute Club  

 Richard Goodwin Airshows (Pitts special)  

 Irish Coastguard Search & Rescue 

 ME109 & Mustang flown by Champion Air Racing pilots  

 Viggen Display 

 Strikemaster Display 

 Aer Lingus, Shamrock 1936 

 The Blades Aerobatic Team  

 Tranchant Jet Team (Fouga jets)  

 
Plan your visit at www.brayairdisplay.com  and www.bray.ie Follow on 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/BrayAirDisplay, Twitter https://twitter.com/brayairshow  and 
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/brayairdisplay/  
 

Aircraft line-up, air display, all ground events and activities are subject to change without notice and may 
be dependent on weather.  

ENDS// 

2017 event video highlights: https://youtu.be/fw-oFkWZgn8  
2016 event video highlights: https://youtu.be/8vDjAKikjjE.  
 
About Bray Air Display 
The 13th annual Bray Air Display will take place on Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th July 2018. One of 
Europe's biggest and best air shows, Bray Air Display attracted 140,000 people to the Co. Wicklow 
coastal town for the two day event last year. #BrayAirDisplay takes place thanks to main supporter the 
Irish Aviation Authority, as well as Wicklow County Council and Bray.ie. As well as the incredible display 
in the skies over Bray the event includes a food and craft village featuring artisan food and specialist craft 
stalls as well as musical entertainment, and a family fun fair. Visit www.brayairdisplay.com and follow 
on Facebook and Twitter for the full event details. 
 
About #AviationIreland  
The main supporters of the Bray Air Display are the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) as part of its 

#AviationIreland campaign to promote aviation across the State.  The IAA also supports the Foynes Air 

Show which will take place on Saturday 28th July in Foynes, Co. Limerick. The #AviationIreland weekend 

aims to highlight Ireland’s position as a true global aviation hub and as a nation of aviators and 

innovators. 

ENDS// 
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